bas". ** N N N " * \ 5 TY * * — _ | - 4 * , — a ö | * —— — - — — — N 
WIL ; : V * N 1 
l | OK Pf " : ; 4 þ FE \ 


— T | " 


4 2 le in e er Times 


Ho 3 . 


— 


| |  Preach'din rhe Pariſh Church af 1 

| | St. Edmund the King, | i] 
1 * On Wedneſag March 15. 1709. 5 1] | 
VP 


FAST DAV. 


| [By 72707715 LYNEO RD, D. D. 
| | | Rector of the united Pariſhes of St. Edmund | 
{| {| the King, and St. Nicholas Acons, and Chap. F 
hin in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. I 


— a — — — * 
8 


og nerd nt 2.745 $245 


4" 5 


— A . 2 = - 
£4 4 * > 3 
e 


n 8 2 _ 


. 44 
2 2 55 the * of his Pains. 1+ 


| „ OE LONDON, 45 
Yer = Printed and Sold by 7oſeph Downing in ien ; 
33 Cloſe near 1 8 e FIT: 5 


— 1 


; i * 4 * * 
* — —_— "ew 
N - * . . . 
2 Au n 3 ; 
& 7 c 4 = 
. —_. 
* - 


To the Pariſhioners of St. Edmund the 
King, and St. Nicholas Acons. 


Kind Friends and Neighbours, 


F the malicions Pamphlets (which are ſo plenti fully 47 
peſſed rhronghout the Kingdom, on purpoſe to ſet us to- 
get her by the Ears) will allow 225 time for it, I carneſily en- 
treat yon, at vour Leiſugey to caſt an Eye upon the following 
Die our ſe, which ay. 
50% 15 HOW made pit blick for the Benefit of all. 


I am not ſo v ain as to imagine, that any thing which I can 


ſay ſlould be ſufficient to allay thoſe Heats and Animoſities 
which are now become univerſal, and muſt needs prove of 


jon Conſequence to the Nation at the laſt, unleſs, by the _ 
Wiſdem of cur Superiors, ſomething can be done to I: fſen and 


extinguiſh them, But yeu being my particular Care and 
Charge, 1think it my Duty to do what I can to preſerve yon 
ron the general Contagion, and to prevent, if it be poſſible, 


thoſe Heart- burning, and Ouarrels among jt Jou, which are. 


t00V1iſible and common in moſt plact 
Be pleas'd therefore friendly to accept what, if Care) fully 


peruſed, will I perſnade my ſelf, be ſomewhat i/e ful to 0 


upon this Occaſion, 


Especially if you are fo wiſe as to add to your ſerious Re- 
pentance (a Duty jo abſolutely neceſſary in theſe times of 
D ic 7 amd Danger) your fervent Prayers, that God will 
Toe to inſule into your Hearts, the S 405 of Meckneſs 


and Love, of Peace and Concord. 


And jo kindto me, as to beg a Bleſſing ing upon FA weak, but 


mu miarnt Frndeavours of, 
Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
Your faithful Miniſter and 


Bumble Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


THO. LT FORD. 


ately preached only ro ſome few of = | 


0 
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Jer. V. Ver. 29. 


| Shall Inot viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 


H E Prophet, both in the foregoing, Chap- 
ter, and in this out of which [ have taken 
my Text, gives an Account of God's In- 
tentions to deal ſeverely with his own 
People the Fews, upon the Account of thoſe continued 


Tranſgreſſions which they had been guilty of. 


Tbey had been rebellious againſt him for a long 


Time; but yet God was ſo merciful as not to ſweep 


them away by a ſudden Deſtruction. For he gives 


| them early Notice of his Wrath being kindled againſt 


them, and at the ſame Time puts them ina Way how 
to eſcape it. He ſets before them a large Catalogue 


of their Offences, and mixes with it a Deſcription of 


thoſe Judgments with which he threatens to conſume 


them. And then gives them their Choice, whether 


they will forſake the former, or endure the latter. 

All which is briefly comprehended in the Words of 

my Text; Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 
Theſe Words are twice repeated in this Chapter, 


| on purpoſe to awaken within an obſtinate People a ſe- 
rious Senſe of their Impieties, and to juſtifie God in 
the Reſolutions which he had taken up of utterly de- 


ſtroying them, if they did not by a timely Repen- 


tance return unto him. 


As will fully appear, if we enquire, 
I. What is meant by rheſe things. 
II. What by viſiting for them. _ | 
III. If we conſider the Manner of God's expref- 


ſing his Intentions, which is by way of Queſtion : Shall 


J not viſit for theſe things? | 
| begin with the ferſt: What is meant by theſe 
things. Now this is a large Subject, and implies the 
Breach of all God's Commandments. As we ſhall 
find if we reflect upon thoſe wicked Practices, which 
the 7ews in this Chapter are mentioned to Fave been 
Bere A2 
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Now they are repreſented, Vr. 7. to have been 
guilty of Idol-worſhip, and to have ſerved more 
Gods than one. Thy Children have forſaken me, and 
ſmorn by them that are no Gods. And Ver. 19. Te 
have forſaken me, and ſerved ſtrange Gods in the Land. 


1. ect 


Although God had given them ſuch ſevere Cauti- 
ons apainſt Idolatry, and had taken ſuch Care to 


have it extirpated ſeveral Times; yet it was again 


ſet up amongſt them, and publick Temples were | 
opened for the Worſhip of what was not God. And 


as this was 2 Breach of the two firſt Commandments ; 
ſo what is mentioned, Ver. 2, was a Breach of the 
Third. And though they ſay the Lord liveth, ſurely they 
ſwear /alſly. „ N 
Name in vain, but impudently called him to witneſs 
what they knew to be notoriouſly falſe. And as 
they thus violated the Laws of the firf Table, fo 


all we likewiſe find them to have offended againſt 


| thoſe of the Second. For God ſaith, Thou ſhalt do no 


Murther; but theſe, as it is expreſſed, Ver. 26. Lay | 
wait as he that ſetteth Snares, they ſet a Trap, they 


catch Men... 
God faith, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, but 


_ theſe, as we find, Ver. 7, 8. Committed Adultery, and 


aſſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes. 


They were as fed Horſes, in the Morning: every one 


_ neighed after his Neig hhour's Wife: 


They made no Scruple, it ſeems, to take God's | 


0 <a. iy TTT 


God faith, Thow ſhalt not ſteal; but theſe Mens 


Houſes, (as we have it Per. 27.) like à Cage full of Birds, 


were full of Dec eit, and therefore were become great, and | 


maxen rich. 


Neither were theſe the Crimes only of a few, and 


thoſe perhaps of the meaner and more ignorant ſort. 
No, the Contagion was Tpread far and near, and all 


Orders of Men were guilty of the ſame wicked Pra- 
ctices. Run ye to aud fro (Ver. 1.) through the Streets of 


Jeruſalem, and ſee nom, and know, and ſceꝶ in the broad 


Places thereo!, if ye can find a Man, if there be any that 


executeth Judi nitnt, that [eeketh the Truth, and I will par- 
9 And 
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And Ver. 4. Therefore I ſaid, ſurely theſe are poor, 
they are fooliſh, for they know not the way of the Lora, nor 
the Fudgment of their God. 

Ver. 5. J will get me unto the great Men, and will 


T ſpeak unto them ;, for they have known the way of the Lord, 


and the Judgment of their God; but theſe have altogether 


broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds. 


High and low, rich and poor, Magiſtrates and Peo- 
ple, were alike involv'd in the ſame Guilt. And 


C (which was ſtill greater Aggravation of their Wick- 


edneſs) all this happened when God had taken 
the moſt effectual Courſe to reclaim them. 5 


| He had beſtowed great Mercies upon them, for e 
| had fed them to the full; as we read Ver. 7. but they 
had made no other Uſe of his Bleſſings, than to pro- 

mote the Gratification of their wanton Luſts. He 
had warned them often of his Intentions to deſtroy 
them; but his Prophets were become as Wind unto 


them, Ver. 13. They belied the Lord, Ver. 12, and 


ſaid, it is not he; neither ſhall Evil come upon us, nei- 


ther ſhall we ſce Sword or Famine. Nay, he had actually 


 Pricken them, Ver. 3. but they refuſed to receive Corre= 


cCion. They made their Faces harder than a Rock, they 


have refuſed to return. SG 
And well then might God, after ſuch an open 


Breach of his mot righteous Laws; ſuch an univer- 


ſal Apoſtacy from him; ſuch a Deafneſs to all his In- 
vitations to Repentance; ſuch an Abuſe of his Mer- 


cies; ſuch an Incorrigibleneſs under his Judgments, 
ask, as he does in the Words of my Text; Shall 1 
not viſit for theſe things? „„ 


As will beſt be underſtood if we inquire in the ſe- 


| cond Place, what is meant by viſiting for theſe things. 


Now God is in Scripture deſcribed to viſit any 

People theſe two ways. ND Rn Ie 
I. In Mercy; when God deſigns to ſhow ſome. 

particular Favour to any Nation. Thus Joſeph, up- 
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Iſaac, and to Jacob. Thus David begs of God, Bal. 
106. 4. To viſit him with his Salvation. 
24), In judgment, when God is angry with, and 
deſigns to puniſh any People for their Obſtinacy in 
ſinning againſt him. And this is the Viſitation which 
the Prophet here ſpeaks of; as appears from thoſe | 
following Words; Shall not my Soul be avenged 1 
ſuch a Nation as this? 5 
Now this kind of Viſitation implies theſe two things. 
1. A ſtrict enquiry into the Behaviour of a ſinful 
People. | 
2. The Execution of a ſevere Sentence upon them. 
Firſt, When God viſits any People, he makes a 


ſtrict Inquiry into their Behaviour and Carriage to- 1 
wards him. He does not puniſh them at a venture, | 


without taking any Cognizance of their Actions, 
without impartialty examining whether they deſerve 
it from him. Humane Judges may, out of Malice 
and Envy, out of Paſſion and Prejudice, condemn 
the Innocent with the Nocent, without ſo much as 
giving either a fair Trial, or hearing what they 
can fay for themſelves. But the great Judge of 
Heaven and Earth is more upright, "and more mer- 
ciful in all his Ways. 

Although his Knowledge 1s ſo vaſt and comprehen- 1 
fve, that at one View he ſees the Secrets of all Mens 
Hearts, and knows what they deſerve from him: 
Yet we find him deſcribed as one who is pleaſed to 
deal with us after the Manner of Men: As one who 
condeſcends ſo far as to proceed by way of legal 
Trial z and to give us the Advantage of making the 
Hoſt Defence we can for our ſelves. 

This we find expreſly ſet down in the Caſe of 
*odom, Gen. 18. 21.1 wil! gy down and ſee, whether they 
dave done altogether according to the Cry of it which is 
come wito me. As if when Sinners were to be puniſh- 
ed, God was not willing to truſt, even his own 

Omniſcience, but earneſtly deſired to find, if it had 
hen poſſible, matters to be otherwiſe than he knew 
rem certainly to be. | 


Tubus 
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Thus 1/aiahb 43. 26. Put me in Remembrance, ſaith 
God, let us plead together, declare thou that thou mayeſt 
be juſtified. As if he ſhould ſay, ---- © Produce all 
& thon can'ſt ſay on thy own behalf. ſhow me wherein 
« don't obſerve the exact Rule of Juſtice with 
© thee. I ſhould. be glad to hear thee make any to- 


© lerable Excuſe for thy ſelf. 


Such is God's Pity and Compaſſion, that he will 
not puniſh the Sinner before he has made it evi- 


dent to him that it is reaſonable he ſnhould. 


O my People, ſaith he, (Mich. 6. 3.) what have I done 


nunio thee, and wherein have I wearicd thee? Teſtifie 


ainſt me. N „ 
Could any ſinful Nation make it manifeſt, that 


their Sins were only Sins of Ignorance and Infirmi- 
ty. Nay, that althongh they had for a long time 


ſinned againſt Knowledge, and the cleareſt Dictates 


of Reaſon and divine Revelation; yet that now they 


had repented them of their evil ways, and were re- 
ſolved to be more obedient for the future. God 


would ſuſpend the Judgments he intended to inflict 


on them. And therefore he beforehand makes an 


Inquiry into their Behaviour, and will not ſtrike 
unleſs he can demonſtrate that they deſerve to be 


ſmitten by him. But if upon a ſtrict Examination 
he finds them to continue incorrigiÞle, notwithſtand- 


ing all the Means that are uſed to reclaim them, he 
then makes haſt to execute his Wrath and Venge- 


ance upon them. 
Which is the ſecond thing which I made vin 
God does not make an Inquiry into Mens Acti- 
ons, with a Deſign to proceed no farther. But 
when he has given any Nation a fair Trial, and 


has made it evident, that they deſerve to be pu- 


niſhed, he will then paſs Sentence, and immediate- 
ly ſome ſevere Judgment or other is diſpatched to 


_execate his Vengeance upon them. This, as I have 


already hinted, is ſufficiently expreſſed in the follow- 
ing Words, Shall not my Soul ve avenged of ſuch a Na- 


tun as this ? = A 4 255 _ Ged 
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God does not call it his Nation, or his people; 
but ſuch « Nation, Ver. 12. A Nation that had 2 
thrown it ſelf out of the Almighty's Protection; 
Nation that had bid Defiance to the infinite N 
er of an incens'd God. To be thus left alone, and 
as it were ſeparated from God's peculiar Care and 


Providence, is enough to ſet forth the dreadful 


Condition of any People. But when God is plea- 
Fed to deſcribe his viſiting them by being avenged 
on them, this heightens their Calamity. For in ſuch 
a Caſe God ſets himſelf againſt them, as one who 


is reſolved to have Satisfaction for the Affronts 


which he has met with from them. 
But how far God, in the Caſe of notorious Sinners, 
_ reſolves upon dealing ſeverely with them, will more 


effectually be known by conſidering in the Third 
Place, the Manner of his expreſſing his Intentions : | 
It is by way of Queſtion; Shall I not viſt t for theſe things | 2 


Under which is couched, 

1. God's Unwillingneſs to deſtroy any people. 

2. The Reaſonableneſs of his being very ſevere 
with thoſe who notoriouſly offend him. 

3. His Readineſs to forgive, notwithſtanding their 


many Provocations, if they will repent and amend 
_ ways. 


. This way of expreſſing himſelf ; Shall I not 


| vi, t for theſe things ? denotes God's Unwilliognef to 
deſtroy any People. 


t is God's Property always to have Mercy; and 


when he is about to beſtow his Fawours upon any | 


People, he does it willingly and cheerfolly. But 


when he is about to ſend forth his Judgments, and | 


to ruine any Nation, he ſeems hard to be brought 


to it, and asks himſelf the Queſtion, whether be ſhall 


do it or no. 


Hence the Prophet ſaith of him, Lam. 3. 33. He 2A 


ach not affuit willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men, 


And we had this Buſineſs of puniſhing others to be 


called, I{a:a9 28. 21. 4 ſtrange Work, and a ſtrange 
43. Godis by no Means in Love with It; It ſeems 


. 


| 
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to thwart his Inclinations, and he would be clad: to 
be excuſed from it. His Power indeed is all-ſuffici- 
ent to cruſh any People in a Moment, but his tender 
Compaſſion renders him very loath to be thus 
imployed, and he would feign have Sinners, by their 
Repentance, prevent his Judgments. 

How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? Hoſ. 11. 8. how 
ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? My Heart is turned within me, 


my repentings are kindled together. There are great 


ſtrugglings within God, before he brings himſelf to 
determine the Ruine of any People. 
So much for the fiſt thing which the Prophet's 
manner of expreſſing himſelf denotes; Shall I not vi- 


ft for thiſe things ? i. e. am in ſome doubt whether 
| ſhall do it or no. 


2aly, This way of 8 himſelf denotes the 


KReaſonableneſs of God's CY ſeverely with any 
ſinful Nation; Shall I not vi ſit for theſe things? i. e. 


It is very fit that | ſhould viſit; and that upon theſe 


following Accounts. 


I,, To keep up my Authority, and to let the 


World fee who is the Governour thereof. 


2aly, To expreſs my Hatred of Sin, and the Ma- 
lignancy of its Nature. 
340, To deter others from doing the like for 
bow future. 
It is very fit that God ſhould deal ſeverely with 


* A Caſul Nation, that ſo he may the better Keep up 


his Authority, aad let the World ſee who is the 
Governour thereof. 
Did the World always continue after the ſame man- 


ner, and no conſiderable Alterations happened in 


it, we ſhould be too inclinable to aſcribe all things 
to chance, and to be forgetful of that divine Provi- 
dence which intermixes it ſelf in all humane Affairs. 
But when extraordinary Judgments happen, when 
whole Cities are on the ſudden deſtroyed, whole 
Countries and Nations laid waſt : Theſe things, and 
things of the like Nature, conſtrain us to look up 
to raven, and to acknowiedge that an Almighty 

| _ Power 
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power muſt red be concerned in ſuch range and 


wonderful Events. It is therefore abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary that God ſhould ſometimes give viſible Marks 
of his Diſpleaſure againſt any ſinful Nation, that by 
this Means he may aſtoniſh the Minds of his Crea- 


tures; may beget within them an awful Reverence for 
himſelf, and force them to confeſs, that things do 
not happen by Chance; but that doubtleſs there is a 


God which judgeth in the Earth. 


2aly, It is very fit that God ſhould deal pee 


with a ſinful Nation, that ſo he may the better 


declare his hatred of Sin, and give publick Teſti- 


mony to the malignant Nature of it. 


The Wiſeman tells us, Eccleſ. 8. 11. Becasſe sen 
rence aoainſt a wicked Work 1s not executed /peedily, + 
therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in 
them to do Evil. And theſe things thou haſt done, (ſaith | 
the Pſalmiſt) and 1 kept Silence: and thou thoughteſt that 


T was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf, Pſal. 59.21. 


So that ſhould God ſuffer Notorious Sinners to go * 


always unpuniſhed, they would grow too bold and 


confident, and be apt to phanſie that he did not | 
diflike their Doings, #nce he took ſuch little No- 


Lice of them. 


And therefore ke has no other viſible way to let 
Mnkind vndertand how much he abbors their 


wicked Practices, than by inflicting upon them now 


and then ſome Puniſhmene, which may be as noto- . 


rious as have been their Tranſęreſſions. 


Mie may/indeed from the Contemplation of his 
moſt Holy Y ature, and from thoſe threats, which 


he has denounced in the Scripture againſt Sin, be 


ſuffciently convinced of bis hatred of it. But this | 


does not make fo ſenfible an Impreſſion upon our 

Minds, as when we ſee him publickly taking ven- 
geunce upon thoſe who are guilty of it. And there- 
fore, Shall I not viſit fer thiſe things? i. e. it is neceſ- 


ſary that! ſhould viſit a ſinful Nation, that ſo l may 


make it evident, that 1 am of purer Eyes than to be- 
bold Evil, and cannot look on lniquity o as to ap- 


rove of it. 3495 = 
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| before, ſaith, 1 Cor. 10. 11. 
| happened unto hem for Examples, and they are mritten for 


| publickly declaring his hatred of Sin, 
ring others from ſinning againſt him, 
and reaſonable that he ſhould vilit for theſe Things. 


Za, It is very fit that God ſhould deal ſeverely 
with a ſinful Nation, that fo he may deter others 
from affronting him after the ſame manner. 

Altho' God's Vengeance may happen to fall but 
upon one Corner of the Earth; yet it is deſigned to 
have a good effect upon all the reſt. Publick Judg- 


ments are as ſo many Proclamations to all that To 4 


ſuffer by them, as well as to thoſe that do, to bid 
them repent, and amend their Ways, leaſt the ſame 
ſevere Sentence go forth againſt them. 

Thus St. Jude tells us, v. 7. That Sodom and 


| Gomorrah, and theCities about them. giving themſelves over 
to Fornication, and going after ſtrange Fleſh, are ſet forth 
Jo an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 


And the Apoſtle St. Paul diſcourſing of the Judg- 
ments which fel] upon the //raelites fo many Years 
Now all theſe Things 


our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
And therefore the Prophet 1/a:ah ſeems to 
38 that for the Benefit of Mankind, God would 
be ſometimes ſevere with Sinners Iſaiah 26 g. For 


when thy Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabi- 


tants of the World will learn Righteorſne{s. 

Whether therefore we conſider the keeping up a 
Senſe of God's Authority in the World, or his 
or his deter- 
it was fit 


proceed to conſider the Th thing hinted to 
us in the manner of God's expreſſing himſelf, wiz. 


His Readineſs to forgive Sinners, notwithſtanding 
their many Provocations, 


if they will but reren 


and amend their ways. Shall I not viſit for theſt 


Things? i. e. | have not yet ablolutely determia'd 
it, it is {till poſſible for my People to be ſafe, if they 
will but reform their Manners, and behave themſel res 
more dutifully towards me for the time to come. Such 
have been their Tranſgreſſions, that it would be juſt 
But I 

and 


in me to bring them to a ſwift Deſtruction. 


% 
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am willing to try the utmoſt before I do it; and 
therefore am even now ready with open Arms to 
receive them, if they will but return unto me. 

All God's Denunciations of Judgment againſt any 
Nation are upon this Snppoſition, that they continue 
 Impenitent. For how poſitive ſoever his Decrees may 
ſeem to be, they may be reverſed by a ſpeedy Refor- 
mation, ard God is very deſirous that they ſhould. 
See the Account of this Temper in God, in the 


* 


very firſt Verſe of this Chapter, v. 1. Run ye to and fro 


through the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now, and 


| know, and ſeek in the broad Places thereof, if ye can 
find a Man, if there be any that executeth Fudgment, 


| that ſecheth the Truth, and J will pardon it. 


Hh haſten, and if it be poſſible, find a Phineas a | 
Moſes, an Jſaiah, ſome pious Perſon or other, wo 
by his devout Behaviour may put a ſtop to God's 


| Intentions. Nay, God is ſo deſirous that it ſhould 


de thus, that he takes pains to ſeek for ſome ſuch | 


Righteous Perſon himſelf, Exel. 22. 30. And 1 
| fought for a Man amongſt them that ſhould make up the | 
Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before me, for the Land, 


that I ſhould not deſtroy it. 5 
All which Expreſſions, and others of the 
like Nature, are ſufficient intimations, that no 


Nation ought at any time to deſpair of God's Par- 


don and Forgiveneſs, provided they will but alter 


their Courſes, and live more ſtrictly obedient to 


his righteous Laws than they have done formerly. 


That was a molt ſevere Sentence; Yer Forty Days, 


and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed : Bot we find it was not 
abſolute : For upon the Ninevites Repeniance, the 
Decree was recalled, and the judgment did not hap- 
pen, which had been denounced againit them. 


God's Intentions are always to puniſh where a Na- 


Lion continues incorrigible; but he exprefletn him- 
ſelf ready to forgive whenever he ſhall meet with 


ſorrow for what is paſt, and ſincere purpoſe of Amend- 


ment for the future. 


Shall I notviſit for theſe Trirgs 7 i. e. The Things 
: e 
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are ſufficient to provoke me to it, but 1 will defer it 
as long as I can, and it ſhall be my Peoples Fault 
if they are conſumed. For I do ſtill allow them time 
to amend, and am not come to any fixed Reſolution, 


| whether 1 ſhall be avenged of them juſt now or no. 


And thus I have done with the Manner of God's 


expreſſing himſelf as to bis Intentions of dealing ſe- 


verely with a Sinful People. It is by way of Queſtion 3 
ſhall I not viſit for theſe Things? which denotes, 


1. God's great unwillingneſs to deſtroy any People. 15 


2. The Reaſonableneſs of his doing it. 
3. His Readineſs to forgive, notwithſtanding their 


| many Provocations, if they will but repent and a- 
_ | mend their Ways. 


I ſhall from what has been difconrfed, make theſe 


two Inferences, relating co our preſent Circumltances, 


and {o conclude. 


1. That it is no Wonder that God's Judgments are 


abroad! inthe Land, when we conſider how gricyouſ- 


ly we have offended him. 


2. That how dangerous ſoever our Ciraunſtences 


| may at any time ſeem to be, with reſpect to future 
Events; yet we may, by a timely Repentance and 


Amendment, hope to be delivered ont of them. _ 
1 begin with the Firſt: That it is no wonder if God's 


| Judgments are abroad in the Land, when we conſider 


how grievouſly we have offended him. 


The Judgment which God threat ned to inflict upon 5 


his People is more particularly deſcribed, v. 6th of this 
Ch. Wherefore a Lion out of the Foreſt ſhall ſlay them, 


24 Wolf sf of the Evening ſhall ſpoil wh a Leopard fball 
watch over their Cities. Every one that goeth out thence 
Hall be torn in Pieces, becauſe their Tran g- efſions are 


many, and their Backſlia:ngs increaſed. 
This is a ſevere Sentence indeed, and ſuch an one 


as God, we hope, will never ſign ant vs. To have 


our Houſe made deſolate, Mat. 23. 39. or as it is ex- 


Een the Prophet Ezek. 30. 12. ro have the Land 


made waſt by the Hands of Strangers, this is the laſt 
and heavieſt of God's Judgments. But although we 


ſhould. 


28 
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| ſhould believe fo diſmal a Calamity to be far enough from us, 
yet when we behold our preſent Poſture of Affairs, we cannot 
but know that this is a thing no ways impoſſible, and that an 
ordinary Invention can eaſily ſuggeſt which way it may be 
brought about. And when we confider how general a Defe- 


ction there is from God, throughout the Kingdom; How 


all orders of Men Sin againſt him, notwithſtanding the 
ſharp. Methods which have been made uſe of to reclaim 


thein. | | 


When we reflect upon our Atheiſm and open Profane- 
neſs, upon our Intemperance and Luxury, upon our Op- 


preſſion and Coverouineſs, upon our nororious Frauds and 
Couzenages, cur Hypocriſie and Diſſemblings, our Quarrels 
and unnatural Divifions, we cannot but think, that if God 


ſhould ſuffer ſo ſevere a Puniſhment to happen to us, ir was 
no more than what we deſerved from him. 


And now that I have mentioned Quarrels and unnatural 


Diviſions; I cannot but take notice to you, that whoever 
Reads the Biſtory of Jeruſalem, juſt before its final Deſtru- 
ction, will find that the inteſtine Broils and feditious Practi- 
ces within the City, were as much the Cauſe of it, as was 
the Power of the Roman Forces without. And that therefore, | 
although we are not, God be thanked, beſieged as the People 
of the Jews vere ; yet ſince we have fo potent and ſo craft 
an Adverfary to deal with, who makes uſe of all Oppor- 
tunities of doing us a Miſchief, no one can tell, but that 
by the help of theſe our Diviſions he may bring at laſt that 


ruine upon us, which he could not effect any other way. 
It is a fad Thing when Mens own Sins are become the 


actual Judgment cf God upon them; and that in order to 


deſtroy them, he has nothing more to do, but to ſuffer them 
to go on in their preſent Follies. _ 


e have of late Years been bleſt with extraordinary Suc- 


ceſs, and feem at this very Moment to be ina hopetul way 


of ſeeing a good Iſſue of things in a ſhort time; but if we 
will undo all thar has been Jone for us, by hearkening to 
Lies and falſe Suggeſtions, and by unreaſonable Heats and 
Animoſities amongſt our ſelves, whom can we thank but our 


ſelves for it? Shall not God vifit us for our Hatred and 
Malice, our paſſionate Contentions with one another, as well 
as for the reſt of our notcrious Offences ? Yes, he will viſit. 


us. Nay, he does even now viſit us, and that to purpoſe. A 
new Plague is on the ſudden begun amongſt us. Theſe Heats 
and Animolities are an Infatuation upon us. And is we don't 


in time repent of them, and return to our Wits again, will 
utterly ruin and deſtroy us. | 


24/y, From what has been difcourſed J inferr, that how 
dangerous ſcever ouPCircumſtances may at any time ſeem 


to be with reſpect to future Events; we may, by a timely 


Repentance and Amendment, hope to be delivered out of them. 


We 
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We have obſerved all along, that God is a Being of piry 


and tender Compaſſion : That he is very loath to come to 


any Reſolution abour the Deſtruction of any People. That 
when he does denounce his Wrath againſt them, it is üpon 


a Suppoſition that they continue impenitent. Becauſe, when- 


ever they are willing to be reclaimed, God will how himſelf 
willing to be reconciled unto the. 
We have indeed all of us juſt Cauſe to take up our Pro- 
phets complaint, Jer. 4.:19. My Bowels, my Bowels, I am pained 


ac my very Heart, my Heart maketh a Noiſe in me, 1 cannot hold 
any peace becauſe thou haſt heard, O my Soul, the Sound of the 


Trumpet, the alarm of Har. Nay, we have greatReaſon alſo to ſay, 
in the Language of Deborah, Judg. 5.15. For the Diviſions of 
Reuben there are great ſearchings of Heart. But we have no 


Reaſon to be hereupon above meaſure dejected, as Men 
without hope: Becauſe if we do but haſten to break off 


thoſe Luſts, which have occaſion'd the bringing what has 


happened upon us. If we do bur return with true penitenr 


and contrite Hearts unto him that has ſmitten us : We need 


| not doubt, but that God in his due time will cauſe the Sound 
| of the Trumpet to ceaſe: Will make us, who are of one 
| Houſe, to be of one Mind too. And inſtead of War, and 

Confufion, will eſtabliſh Peace and Safety amongſt us. 


And therefore let our Adverſary, with whom we are con- 


| tending, be never ſo potent, never ſo falſe; he who breaterh 


the Spear in ſunder, and burneth the Chariets in the Fire, can in 


2 Minute confound all his Devices, and bring him to a ſwift 
and ſudden Deſtruction. Let our Heats and Animoſities 
run never ſo high, he who ruleth the raging of the Sea, and 
the Madneſs of the People, can paciſie our Spirits, compoſe our 


Differences, and make us Friends again with one another. 
But this is not to be expeRQed, unlets cur behavicur be ſuch 


as God likes and approves of. And therefore ſince he is 


pleaſed to viſit, let us viſit too. | „„ 
Let every one of us deſcend into his own Breaſt, and 


mazke ſtrict inquiry what darling luſt is nouriſhed there, 
2 v to ? n S 

which may have helped to kindle (:od's Wrath agaigft us. 

And how dear ſoever anySin may Ee to us; Let us now bring 


it forth, and ſlay ir before the Lord 


Let him that has been Unrightcous, be ſo no more. Lee 


mim that has been intemperarte, be ſo no more. Let him 


that has been profane, Le fo no more. Let him that has 


been negligent in the Worſhip of God, be negligent 
no longer. Let him that has been either Covetous, or 


Ambitious, or Proud,, ceafe to be fo for the future. Let him 


who at this time finds himſelf ro be very fretful and 


angry with his Neighbours, becauſe they have not perhaps 


the ſame Opinion of Peribns and Things as hs himſe}f has, 
endeavour to cure himſelf of this waſpiſh and peeviſh hu- 


mour, and take caie that 4! F'trerneſr, and Wrath, and Anger, 
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and Clamaur, and evil Speaking, be put away from him, wit h all 
Malice, Eph. 4. 31. | 1 | 


And on theother Hand, let us apply our ſelves to the Pra- 
Etice of all the oppoſite Virtues. Let us be juſt and honeſt, 
' Chaſte and temperate. Let us entertain a due Reverence for 


God, and be conſtant and devout in the publick Worſhip of 


him, both at home and abroad; and ler us cry inceſſantly un- 


to him for Pardon and Forgiveneſs in this time of need: Let 


us be meek and humble, of a kind, peaceable, and charitable 


Temper ; Let us be ſure to put a fair Conſtruction upon all 
our Governour's Actions, and to be kindly affected, and to 
carry it inoffenſively towards thoſe who in any Reſpeck dif- 
fer from us. In a Word, let us as much as in us lies be ſtri&- 


| ly conformable to all the divine Commandments ; then may 


we reaſonably. hope for a Removal of thoſe Judgments, which 


at preſent aiflict us: And that God, who viſits us in Anger, 


will ſuddenly viſit us in Mercy, by forcing the Oppreſſor 


and cruel Man to hearken to ſuch neceflary Terms of Peace 
as ſhall be offered him. And by putting an End to all thoſe 
Heats and Contentions which are thus unexpeCedly, as well 


as very unſeaſonably, ſprung up amongſt us. The happy Con- 


ſequence where of, what can it be elſe, but that-we ſhall every 


one of us live quietly under his own Vine, and under his own 


Fig- Tree. V „ 355 
And under the mild and gentle Government of our moſt 
gracious, and moſt religious Sovereign, ſhall have our Share 


"30 all thoſe Bleſſings, as will not only inable us to paſs thro* 
this troubleſome World, with much Eaſe and Comfort, but 


will likewiſe contribute very much towards the making of 
us Partakers of everlaſting Happineſs in the World to 
come. „ | : | 
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